
December 18-Frank Pifer-The Three W’s 
Read: Psalm 96 

Psalm 96 is a call to tell the nations about God’s glory and His great salvation. It describes a growing crescendo of 
worship. First, God’s people are called to sing His praises, not just among themselves, but also to tell of His glory 
among the nations (96:3). Then the nations are called on to ascribe to the Lord the glory of His name (96:7-8). Finally 
(96:11-12), the inanimate creation is brought into the swelling chorus. The reason for the praise of all creation is the 
prophecy that the Lord is coming to judge the world in righteousness (96:13). So there are the three themes: worship, 
witness, and waiting expectantly for the day when the Lord comes to right all wrongs. We can sum up the message of 
the passage with: 

Because the Lord is the only great and glorious God, we should worship Him, witness of Him, and wait 
expectantly for His coming to judge the world. 

To summarize Psalm 96 and apply it to us, three things should be true of us: 

•         If the glorious God is our Savior, we will be a worshiping people. Our voices will often break forth singing 
His praises. Our thoughts will often be on how great and mighty God is. Our hearts will often bow in reverence before 
His holiness. We will look forward with delight to each Lord’s Day when we can join with the saints in singing His 
praises. To give God the glory of His name we must be growing through His Word to know how great He really is. 

•         If the glorious God is our Savior, we will be a witnessing people, both here and abroad. 

Witness is the overflow of worship. If you are captivated by a beautiful mountain scene, you can’t help but tell others 
about it. If you are captivated by the majesty and splendor of the glorious God, you’ll want to tell others about Him. 
And, as long as there are peoples around the world with no witness of the Savior, you will want to give generously to 
support missionaries to go and tell them. You may even sense the Lord calling you to go. 

•         If the glorious God is our Savior, we will be a watchful people as we wait for Christ’s coming to judge 
the world in righteousness. 

Jesus warned us of the danger of getting distracted with all of the activities and cares of this world and forgetting that 
He is coming. While there are many details of Bible prophecy that are difficult to understand, you can’t miss the Lord’s 
bottom line (Mark 13:35-37): “Therefore, be on the alert—for you do not know when the master of the house is 
coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—in case he should come 
suddenly and find you asleep. What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’” 

Today, we as the Church Universal are facing many obstacles.  Sometimes, even without wanting to 

acknowledge it, are called to step out of our comfort zone and do things that are uncomfortable.  We are 

called to worship, to witness and to wait.  As the psalmist said, it is great to worship our great and glorious 

god in all things. That includes sharing our faith with those we just met, be it in the super market, doctor’s 

office. Airport, wherever.  Be proud of who you are, we are the children of the one and true God. The 

hardest of the three W’s is waiting. We know He is coming, but when?  It seems with all the turmoil and 

trials our country and world are facing that now is the right time.  But who are we to place a time demand on 

our Creator?   

 

Lord, help us as continue to sing your praises in worship.  Help us to be better at sharing and blessing others 

with our twines, but more importantly, help us to be better as we wait and become more watchful and enjoy 

the time we have now with our Brothers and Sisters.  Amen 
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